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This activity is helpful in getting your team to think through the implications of Christian mission, and it helps them get to know one another.  The activity is also helpful for the team leader.  Pay attention to what each team member thinks about mission.
For this activity, pick out six points around the room, and tape up a sign at each point.  On each sign should be written one of the following statements, in large print:
Mission is: Clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, and setting at liberty those who are oppressed.
Mission is: Seeing and naming the injustice of the world and working to change the conditions that perpetuate poverty and oppression.
Mission is: Reaching out to the hurting in loving compassion, offering what you have in service to others.
Mission is: Engaging in dialogue with persons of faith wherever they may be and joining together in making the world a better place for all of God's children.
Mission is: Joining with Christians around the world in global partnership and mutual cooperation to do the work of God.
Mission is: Going into the entire world to take the Gospel, baptizing in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Instruct your team that when the activity begins, they are to walk around the room, read all the statements, pick the one statement that best sums up their understanding of their theology of mission, and stand next to that statement.
Members of your team will inevitably want to stand between two signs, or to choose more than one. Allow them to stand where they feel best describes what mission means to them.
Once all your team members have chosen a sign, have at least one person from each group read the sign aloud and explain why she or he decided to stand by that sign.  End the discussion by talking about different understandings of mission.  We all understand mission differently, and to serve most effectively we need to see how others understand mission, too.  All these understandings of mission are faithful.
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